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The passage of the valley of the Lasne by the Prussian units on the 18th of June 1815.

According to Von Bülow himself it was the information of major Von Falckenhausen which led

Blücher to decide to cross the valley of the Lasne and to occupy the Bois de Paris. 
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Others believe it was major Von Lützow’s information which led Blücher to do so. 
2
 

From shortly before 10 a.m. onwards, Von Lützow had, accompanied by lieutenant Von

Massow and a detachment of the 2nd regiment of Silesian hussars (
3
), observed the positions of

Wellington and Napoleon from a covered position in the western edge of the Bois de Paris. 
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Von Lützow reported to Blücher that the Bois de Paris was not occupied and that the French

right flank wasn’t secured at all. Before he did so, Von Lützow left lieutenant Von Massow with

the hussars behind in the wood.

Some patrols had crossed the valley of the Lasne. One of them reported:

Der Weg nach La Haye durch Lasne führend geht ziemlich sanft herunter das diesseitige Ufer

ist bei weitem steiler. Der Weg ist, so lang das Defilée, mit 20 Fuss hohen Wenden

eingeschlossen. … Der Bach der Lasne ist nur unbedeutend 2 bis 3 Fuss tief.

[..] Block 
5

It was Von Valentini himself, who, accompanied by a farmer and a private called Dieterichs,

also acqainted himself with the fact that both the village of Lasne and the Bois de Paris were not

occupied by the enemy. 
6

After the 2nd regiment of Silesian hussars had entered Chapelle Saint Lambert, it detached one

squadron to Lasne to verify whether it was occupied.

Further to the rear, the remainder of the regiment advanced towards Couture.

As soon as it became clear that Lasne itself wasn’t occupied, Von Bülow had it occupied by two

companies of the 2nd battalion of the 18th regiment, led by major Von Koschkul. 
7

The advance from Chapelle Saint Lambert was not only screened by the cavalry towards

Couture and by the two companies towards Lasne, also two battalions of the 3rd regiment of

Silesian Landwehr  infantry under the command of major Von Krahn covered it towards the

south. They took up a covered position in a small wood to the south of Chapelle Saint Lambert.

Towards 2 p.m. the vanguard of the 4th corps slowly started to descend the valley of the Lasne,

starting off from Chapelle Saint Lambert, and to take up a position in rear of the Bois de Paris. 
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Von Grolmann now ordered the battalions of major Von Koschkull and the 2nd regiment of

Silesian hussars forward to occupy the Bois de Paris. 
9
 By now, the brigade of Von Losthin was

reinforced by the horse battery nr.11 and the 2nd Neumark Landwehr cavalry of Von Watzdorff,

as it lacked cavalry after detaching Von Falckenhausen.

Both battalions which had been detached to the south were pulled in again.

The first brigade to enter the wood was the one of Von Losthin and then Von Hiller’s; then the

reserve-cavalry followed.

As the 13th brigade of Von Hacke had halted somewhere between Lasne and the Bois de Paris,

Prince Wilhelm was allowed to proceed further towards the front and to take up a position in
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rear of the 16th brigade. 
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 The reason for doing so must have been that Blücher would have all

weapons available in sufficient numbers during the battle.

As Von Hiller was in the immediate rear of Von Losthin, this brigade must only have halted at

Chapelle Saint Lambert for about one hour. 
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Hacke’s brigade must have left Chapelle Saint Lambert around 2.30 p.m. Having passed

through Lasne it halted for a short time and then waited at the Bois de Paris for the brigade of

Von Ryssel to come up (this brigade would have left Chapelle Saint Lambert around 4 p.m.).

Von Hacke arrived at the east side of the wood arond 5 p.m.

At that time the 13th brigade entered the wood and the 14th brigade followed in its rear; both

brigades arrived at the battlefield between 5.30  and 6 p.m.

Von Ryssel had been delayed by the presence of the reserve-artillery in front and by the fact

that it carried the baggage of the whole corps. 
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Somehow it doesn’t become clear when the reserve-artillery arrived at the battlefield: though

it followed the 13th brigade, it seems as if the 14th brigade had overtaken it in order to reach

the wood immediately after Von Hacke. 
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The area.

The Lasne streams north-east; its valley had a plateau to the left on which the Bois de Paris [
14

;

on its right hand side were the heights on which the village of Chapelle Saint Lambert is

located.

The road which led from Chapelle Saint Lambert to the battlefield was a sand-track which led to

the hamlet of Le Culot (at one kilometer of Chapelle Saint Lambert). Then the road continued

along the farm De la Porte Verte (to the left of the road) and the chateau De la Kelle (to the right
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), and then to go down into the low grounds of the Lasne. Here, the road crossed the Lasne

stream by a stone bridge. 
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Because of the continuous rain during the previous night, the road was in a dreadful state. On

top of that, the Lasne had swollen and the low ground was marshy.

From the low ground, the road continued to the left, on the height, towards the Bois de Paris by

a steep slope. There it led through the wood to the battlefield. 
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On regular intervals the road was reinforced by tree-trunks, placed horizontally. The distance

between Chapelle Saint Lambert to the east side of the Bois de Paris was 2.5 kilometers.

It was over this road that Blücher led his men towards the battlefield. 
18

 The Prussians had a

very tough job to cross the Lasne: it was not only the area itself, but the men were tired from the

previous march. To get the heavy material forward was particularly difficult, though Blücher in

person would have encouraged his men. 
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The brigade of Von Losthin had taken up a position in rear of the Bois de Paris [
20

] by 3.30

p.m., it must have been between 3.30 and 4 p.m. that the first units entered the wood. 
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As they arrived they were carefully placed in the wood, the one of Von Losthin first, then the

one of Von Hiller. They must have done so as silent as possible. 
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The brigade of Von Losthin came to the right of the road which leads to Plancenoit [
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] and the

one of Von Hiller to its left; both brigades had their infantry in closed columns.

The reserve-cavalry had passed the reserve-artillery as well as the brigade of Von Hacke. 
24

 By
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doing so it had got to the rear of the 16th brigade [
25

] and now it took up a position behind the

wood, ready to follow. Prince Wilhelm was missing his 1st regiment of Silesian and the 2nd

Pommeranian Landwehr, but now the 2nd Silesian hussars as well as the 2nd Neumark

Landwehr cavalry regiment (both from the 16th brigade) joined him in exchange. They took up

their positions in front of the other regiments of the reserve-cavalry. 
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By 4.30 p.m. Von Bülow had his 15th and 16th brigade, as well as his reserve cavalry, available

at the Bois de Paris. 
27

To prevent anybody from entering or leaving the wood, all entrances of the wood were guarded

by outposts. 
28

Blücher and Von Gneisenau themselves had gone to a position on the western edge of the wood

to observe the enemy. 
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 From this post, the French right wing, centre as well as the reserves

near La Belle Alliance could be observed. 
30

Meanwhile, Von Bülow himself had also ridden to the western part of the Bois de Paris and

observed the situation.

Blücher sent him the order to attack through Von Nostitz but Von Bülow sent Nostitz back with

the remark that the had only two infantry-brigades and the reserve-cavalry available. Nostitz

was however immediately sent back again to Bülow by Blücher with the explicit order to attack.

The remaining troops of Von Bülow and Pirch I got instructions to speed up their march

towards the battlefield. 
31
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