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Wellington’s headquarters at Brussels. 
1

Some time after he had written his letter to general Clinton, Wellington sat down to have

dinner, but with whom is not known. 
2

In the meantime, it was now running towards 3 p.m., it was  the prince of Orange who arrived

in Brussels and there went to see Wellington right away.

He told the duke what he had learned at St.Symphorien about French attack against the

Prussian army, though be it in a very general way, and what measures he had taken.

Wellington apparently did not see any reason to issue any orders straight away, and most

probably told the prince that he wanted to wait for further information from both the Prussian

sector and his own in front of Nivelles.

It must have led the prince to leave the duke and to write to Constant Rebecque the following

letter around 4 p.m.:

Bruxelles, ce [sic] 15 juin 1815

Mon cher Constant,

À moins que vous ayez des nouvelles depuis ce matin qui puissent vous faire croire nécessaire
de tenir les troupes dehors toute la nuit, je vous prie de leur envoyer l'ordre en mon nom de se
rendre à leurs cantonnements, mais d'être rassemblées de nouveau demain matin à 4 heures
aux points fixés. Veuillez dire à Abercombry, en mon nom, d'en faire autant pour les troupes
anglaises. Le duc de Wellington désire que je reste ici ce soir. Je ne partirai donc qu'à minuit
ou une heure.

Tout à vous,

Guillaume, prince d'Orange 
3

It was most probably also around 4 or 5 p.m. that Von Dörnbergs report – dated 9.30 a.m. -

from Mons reached Wellington. 
4
 The same may have applied to Behr’s original report from

Mons which was most probably forwarded by Constant Rebecque to the prince (a copy was

included with Berkeley’s note). In his turn, it might also have been around the same time that

general Tindal, at Brussels, also received a similar report from Behr. 
5

Not long after, Berkeley’s note which accompanied the report of Von Dörnberg and a copy of

the report of Behr reached lord FitzRoy Somerset. In respect of the distance involved, it must

have been around 5 p.m. 
6
 Wellington must have got it soon after, as well as the prince.

The flow of information did not stop there, as it was towards 6 p.m. that Von Müffling handed

over to Wellington Zieten’s report of 9 a.m. 
7

It was this last message which led the duke to issue his first set of orders somewhere between

6 and 7 p.m. 
8
 The memorandum reads:

Memorandum for the deputy quarter master general. Movements of the army. Bruxelles, 15 june
1815

General Dörnberg's brigade of cavalry, and the Cumberland hussars to march this night upon
Vilvorde, and to bivouac on the high road near to that town.
The Earl of Uxbridge will be pleased to collect the cavalry this night at Ninhove, leaving the 2nd
hussars looking out between the Scheldt and the Lys.
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The 1st [sic] division of infantry to collect this night at Ath and adjacents and to be in readiness
to move at a moment's notice.
The 3rd division to collect this night at Braine le Comte, and to be in readiness to move at the
shortest notice.
The 4th division to be collected this night at Grammont with the exception of the troops beyond
the Scheldt, which are to be moved to Audenarde.
The 5th division, the 81st regiment, and the Hannoverian brigade of the 6th division to be in
readiness to march from Bruxelles at a moment's notice.
The Duke of Brunswick's corps to collect this night on the high road between Bruxelles and
Vilvorde.
The Nassau troops to collect at daylight tomorrow morning on the Louvain road, and to be in
readiness to move at a moment's notice.
The Hannoverian brigade of the 5th division to collect this night at Hal, and to be in readiness at
daylight tomorrow morning to move towards Bruxelles and to halt on the high road between
Alost and Assche for further orders.
The Prince of Orange is requested to collect at Nivelles the 2nd and 3rd division of the army of
the Low Countries; and, should that point have been attacked this day, to move the 3rd division
of British infantry upon Nivelles as soon as collected.
This movement is not to take place until it is quite certain that the enemy's attack is upon the
right of the Prussian army, and the left of the British army.
Lord Hill will be so good as to order the Prince Frederick of Orange to occupy Audenarde with
500 men, and to collect the 1st division of the army of the Low Countries and the Indian Brigade
at Sotteghem, so as to be ready to march in the morning at daylight.
The reserve artillery to be in readiness to move at daylight.

Wellington 
9

It should be stressed that this text of this memorandum has been compiled after 1815 by the

editor of Wellington’s despatches, colonel Gurwood, as the original instructions of Wellington to

colonel Delancey seem to have gone missing. 
10

In this compilation, the 1st division is mentioned, wheras the 2nd is meant. This division was

located in and around Ath, while the 1st was in and around Enghien and instructions for this

division are lacking. Another copy available does mention the proper instruction for the 1st

division as: “The 1st division of infantry to remain in its present situation but in readiness to

march in a moment’s notice.”  
11

The Hannoverian brigade of Von Vincke was to collect that night at Hal and “and to be in

readiness at daylight tomorrow morning to move towards Bruxelles and to halt on the high road

between Alost and Assche for further orders.”

However, this last instruction is not applicable to the brigade of Von Vincke, but must refer to

the one of Lambert which is not mentioned in the orders and which was located in and around

Ghent. Instructions for the cavalry division of Collaert are missing completely, though these are

available through the note written by Constant Rebecque after he received the concentration-

orders through captain Russell later that evening.

The orders triggered Von Müffling, who by now had returned to his quarters, to write a letter

at 7 p.m. to Blücher and which reads:  
12

So eben trifft hier die Nachricht ein das der General Lieutenant von Zieten angegriffen ist.
Der Herzog Wellington hat befohlen, dass alles sich auf den Rendezvoux sammelt, und der
Prinz von Oranien soll ihm berichten, ob Colonnen auf Nivelles gerichtet sind, denn entweder
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der Feind geht längst der Sambre um sich mit Colonnen zu vereinigen, welche von der
Gegend von Givet kommen, oder er greift bei Fleurus an, und dann ist es wahrscheinlich dass
er auch bei Nivelles angreifft.
Sobald der Mond aufgeht setzt sich die Reserve in Marsch, und wenn der Feind nicht bei
Nivelles zugleich angrifft, so wird der Herzog morgen mit seiner ganzen Macht in der Gegend
von Nivelles sein, um Euer Durchlaucht zu unterstützen, oder, im Fall der Feind höchstdieselben
bereits angegriffen hätte, nach einer zu nehmenden Abrede, gerade in seiner Flanke oder in
seinen Rücken zu gehen.
Ich glaube euer Durchlaucht werden mit dieser Erklärung und Thätigkeit des Herzogs zufrieden
sein. Ich hoffe, dass wir am 17. Victoria schiessen können.

Brüssel, den 15.Juny 1815
7 Uhr Abend

Von Müffling 
13

After the duke of Wellington had spoken to Von Müffling, who accordingly wrote his letter at

7 p.m., the duke must have had a walk through the park at the Place Royale where he was

accompanied by the Spanish representative, count Alava. 
14

Later, when he had returned to his headquarters - towards 9.30 p.m. - he wrote letters to the

dukes of Berry and De Feltre, both stationed at Ghent. The one to the duke De Berry reads:

à Bruxelles, ce 15 juin 1815
9 1/2

Monseigneur,

J'ai l'honneur de faire savoir à votre A.R. que l'ennemi attaqua les postes Prussienness à Thuin
ce matin, et paraissait menacer Charleroi. J'ai ordonné à nos troupes de se préparer à marcher
à la pointe du jour, et je prie votre Altesse Royale de faire concentrer les siennes sur Alost.

J'ai l'honneur d'être etc.
Wellington  15

And by 9.30 p.m. he also wrote to the duke De Feltre [
16

]:

à Bruxelles, ce 15 juin 1815
10 heures du soir

Monsieur le duc,

Je recois les nouvelles que l'ennemi attaqua les postes Prussiennes ce matin à Thuin sur la
Sambre, et il paraissait menacer Charleroi. Je n'ai rien recu depuis neuf heures du matin de
Charleroi.
J'ai écrit au duc de Berri, pour le prier de rassembler son monde à Alost, et je vous prie de faire
rapport à Sa Majesté de cet événement; et d'avoir la bonté de lui conseiller de faire les
préparatifs de quitter Gand en cas que ce mouvement devient nécessaire. Je vous écrirai aussitôt
que j'aurai encore des nouvelles.

J'ai l'honneur d'être etc.
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Wellington 17

While he was writing both these letters, around 9.45 p.m., a messenger coming from Blücher

at Namur arrived at Von Müffling’s quarters. Having read the report, Von Müffling

immediately set off for the duke’s headquarters. He delivered the letter which Blücher had

written him at Namur at mid-day.

Having this information from the Prussian central headquarters now in his hands, Wellington

now issued new orders immediately. They have gone into history as the so-called “after

orders” as they read:

Movement of the army.
Bruxelles, 15th june 1815

After orders, 10 o’clock p.m.

The 3rd division of infantry to continue its movement from Braine le Comte upon Nivelles.
The 1st division to move from Enghien upon Braine le Compte [sic].
The 2nd and 4th divisions from Ath & Gramont [sic], also from Audenarde to continue their
movements upon Enghien.
The cavalry to continue its movement from Ninove upon Enghien.
The above movements to take place with as little delay as possible.

Wm.de Lancey, QMG  18

In these orders, those for prince Frederik, as well as for the reserve-artillery, the 2nd and 3rd

division of the Netherlands and for the cavalry-division of Collaert are absent. 
19

For this reason the prince of Orange wrote the following additional order on the back of the copy

of the orders which were meant for him

La division de cavallerie [sic] des Pays Bas se portera de Haine St.Paul et St.Pierre sur
Arquennes et se placera derrière ce village.

Guillaume Prince d'Orange

Le Qr Genl.  doit se porter demain de Braine sur Nivelles.

G. P. d’Orange

Bruxelles [?] 15 juin 20

Having established these orders, Wellington saw the moment fit to leave for the ball of

Richmond; by then it must have been around 11.30 p.m.

Meanwhile, the events led Von Müffling to send his adjudant Von Wucherer to Blücher

towards midnight “um demselben über alles, was ihm zu wissen nöthig war oder nützlich sein

konnte, Bericht zu erstatten”. 
21

 It is most unfortunate that Von Müffling doesn’t describe

what this was and that Von Wucherer apparently had a mission with an oral message. 
22

The ball of Richmond.

The ball of Richmond had been arranged for the night of the 15th of June since some time.
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In 1814 and 1815 a lot of noble British families settled in Brussels as life here was much cheaper

as in England.

One of them was the family of the Duke of Richmond. The house where the Richmond family

was living in 1815 was established at the rue de la Blanchisserie nr.23. 
23

  Originally, this street

was called the rue de la Fontaine, as the street ended near a fountain which was located just on

the other side of the ramparts of the town. Both, ramparts and fountain, have since long

disappeared.  The Boulevard du Jardin Botanique is now located where the ramparts were

before.

The rue de la Blanchisserie got its name from a bleachery which was established in this street.

Just next to this building was since the beginning of the 18th century a large garden, in which

centre stood a large and simple mansion dating from the 17th century. 
24

 Its front was directed

towards the ramparts and its door had steptoes and a balcony on top of it. A garden-wall

indicated the ground-plan of the ramparts.

This house was owned by Michel Jean Simons, son of a famous coach-builder at the end of the

18th century. He had rented the house in september 1814 to Charles Lennox, fourth duke of

Richmond, son of general George Henry Lennox. 
25

In 1807 the Duke of Richmond became lord-lieutenant of Ireland and was colonel of the 35th

regiment (Sussex); in 1818 he became a governor of Canada. In 1815 he had no post. He was

married to Charlotte Gordon, a woman of exceptional beauty. The Richmonds had at least five of

their children in Brussels, three sons and two daughters, Louisa en Georgina. 
26

-
27

Three sons served in 1815 in Wellington’s army: Charles Gordon Lennox, count of March and

5th duke of Richmond, captain in the 52nd regiment and extra aide de camp of the prince of

Orange; lord George Lennox, lieutenant  in the 9th regiment light dragoons and aide de camp of

Wellington and finally Lord William Pitt Lennox, cornet with the Blues and adjudant of general

Maitland.

The ball which was planned since the end of May 1815 and was much spoken about (
28

), was

held in a room to the left of the entrance of the house. In fact it was no ball-room, but a storage of

the coach-builder Simons, which was converted into a ball-room. 
29

At what time the ball actually started is not known. 
30

 Wellington himself, accompanied by Von

Müffling, arrived around midnight. 
31

The moment dinner was served lieutenant Webster announced himself. He carried the letter sent

by Constant Rebecque from Braine le Comte at 10.30 p.m.

Webster must have left Braine le Comte shortly after that time. The distance from here to the

centre of Brussels is about 30 kilometers.

It was around 00.30 a.m. that Webster dismounted at the prince of Orange headquarters at the rue

de Brabant.

Accompanied by a guide he went on foot further to the house of the Richmond family at the rue

de la Blanchisserie where he must have arrived around 1 a.m of the 16th of June.

Even taking account these hours, Webster must have made the whole stretch with an average

speed of 15 kilometer per hour ! 
32

The prince of Orange took the dispatch over from Webster, read it and delivered it to the Duke of

Wellington. 
33

 His first reaction was one of disbelief and he said that he had no orders to give. 
34

-
35

The moment the dinner had ended and the ball was resumed, Wellington asked the prince of

Orange to leave for his headquarters at Braine le Comte. Accordingly, he discretionally

dispatched all the officers and commanders present. 
36

 Not much later, Wellington himself left

the ball. 
37

So as far as the communication about the hostilities was concerned, the 15th of June was

concluded by the arrival in Brussels of Constant Rebecque’s note, carried by lieutenant
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Webster, who delivered it to the duke about 1 a.m. on the 16th of June at the house of the

duke of Richmond. It informed the Duke about a French presence immediately south of

Quatre Bras and the subsequent reinforcement of the Dutch units there.

As a result, Wellington ordered his reserve (including the Brunswick corps) to move to Mont

Saint Jean (the fork of the roads towards Charleroi and Nivelles) by daybreak. This order was

probably issued between 1 and 2 a.m. 
38

The action at Frasnes was communicated to Brussels through headquarters at Braine le

Comte. Yet, there are strong indications that there also must have been a communication over

the road leading from from Frasnes / Quatre Bras to Brussels.

On the 16th of June, at 3 a.m. in Brussels, J.F.L.Basslé, a lieutenant attached to the military

command of the Netherlands at Charleroi, wrote his report for general Tindal. The situation

was that Basslé had not been able to find him and therefore wrote his report, which reads:

“Bruxelles ce 16 juin à 3 heures après minuit.
A son Excellence le Ministre de la Guerre de Belgique

Monseigneur,
J’ai l’honneur de rendre compte à Votre Excellence que je viens d’arriver (avec un ordre) de
Charleroy où je suis parti hier à midi, entre 11 heures et midi l’ennemi entrant par la ville
basse. Je me suis transporté avec les archives de la place de Fleuris [sic] où on se préparait à
recevoir l’ennemi, une nombreuse artillerie était placée sur les hauteurs en attendant la
troupe du général Blücher qui n’était pas encore arrivé à 1 heure après midi.
Je suis parti de là pour Gemappes [sic] dans l’attente qu’on allait repousser l’ennemi et
reprendre Charleroy. Arrivant là à 5 heures on se battait à ce côté de Gauchely [sic] et je
voyais avancer nos batteries. Je ne doutais nullement alors où l’ennemi était en déroute et je
croyais même de loger à Charleroy. Les officiers du régiment Orange-Nassau crient de rage
ainsi que leur troupe d’être sans ordre et ignorant ce qui s’était passé car de toute la journée
ils n’avaient reçu aucune ordonnance; les officiers charmés de voir les Francais en déroute
m’invitaient à rester là pour aller avec eux à Charleroy; à 7 heures du soir on attendait les
tambours du régiment Orange-Nassau et bientôt le capitaine-commandant a reçu une
ordonnance pour se mettre en bataille à 8 heures. Les tirailleurs ennemis sont venus à ce
point (aux Quatre Bras à une demi-lieue de Gemappe) et fût coupée mais au moment où je
suis parti la batterie est arrivée.
Son A.R. le prince de Sacsen Weimar [sic] était dans l’auberge vis-à-vis la route de Mons à
Namur.
Voyant que les officiers commandant n’avaient pas pu envoyer de rapport à Votre Excellence,
je suis venu même [sic] pour donner un [sic] détail écrit de cette affaire si intéressante.
J’ai été au commissariat général de la Guerre où le portier m’a dit que Son Excellence ne
logeait pas; à mon arrivée à l’hôtel un général m’a conseillé de faire ce rapport à M.le
général Wellington lequel ignorait cela et m’a témoigné sa reconnaissance et me disant qu’il
allait faire informer Votre Excellence.
J’ai rencontré des voitures près de Gemappes chargées de grains et j’ai donné connaissance
au commandant de convoi afin quíl prenne sa precaution.
(signé)  J.F.L.Basslé, major de la place de Charleroy” 

39

It becomes clear that Basslé left Charleroi by noon for Fleurus, carrying the town-archives.

From there he left for Genappe, from where he hoped to return to Charleroi again. However,

while heading south, he witnessed, from a distance, the action at Gosselies and lingered at
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Quatre Bras until the action of Frasnes was over. Then he left for Brussels where he would

have been advised to do his report to Wellington.

In case Basslé “venait d’arriver” he must have spoken to Wellington, which he very probably

did after lieutenant Webster had arrived. The confusing element, however, is that Basslé

claims that the duke had no knowledge of all he reported about. 
40

From Waterloo, a lieutenant of the royal military police wrote the following report in the late

afternoon of the 15th of June to his superior (a major) who probably forwarded it to baron

Tindal later that day. He wrote:

“Le 14, plusieurs déserteurs francais avaient prévenu le général Zieten à Charleroy que

Bonaparte devait nous attaquer cette nuit ce qui arriva effectivement ce matin à trois heures

ou ils tombèrent á l’improviste sur la ligne des avant-postes qui durent se replier sur

Charleroy que nous évacuâmes à onze heures et demie du matin en prenant la route de

Fleurus, Sombreffe, Marbais, Quatre Bras où nous fûmes à peine arrivés que l’ennemi s’y

présenta et engagea une forte fusillade ce qui me fit hâter ma marche sur Waterloo où j’arrive

maintenant.” 
41

From the description it can be concluded that the man probably left Quatre Bras around 7 p.m.

(cf. action at Frasnes), and got at Waterloo by 9 p.m.  His report reached Brussels, and there

probably baron Tindal, on the 16th of June. 
42

Baron Van der Capellen, secretary of state for the Belgian provinces at Brussels, did not

attend the ball in full, as he wrote at midnight to king Willem the following report:

“Brussel den 15 Juny, ‘s nagts twaalf uur

De omstandigheden die mij heden vernomen hebben komen mij van genoegzaam gewigt over
Uwe Majesteit hoe eerder hoe beter met dezelve bekend te maken.
Volgens de meest authentieke berigten door Z.K.H. den prins van Oranje en de hertog van
Wellington welke ik beide op het ogenblik verlaten heb, meegedeelt [sic] is de pruisische linie
heden ochtend door de fransche troupen bij Thuin en Lobbes geattaqueerd. De voorposten
der pruisen hebben zich teruggetrokken en men meende dat Charleroi ook door de pruisen
verlaten was ofschoon dit mij niet met volkomen zekerheid gezegd is. De franschen stellen
zich op de beide oevers der Sambre. De prins van Oranje is op het ogenblik naar zijn
hoofdkwartier van Braine le Comte vertrokken. Prins Frederik zal het zijne morgen naar
Enghien verleggen. De hertog van Wellington zal zijne armee zoo veel mogelijk in de
ommestreeken van Nivelles concentreren. Het hoofdkwartier van den maarschalk Blücher is
van Namur naar Sombref verlegd en (volgens zeggen van de Bon. Van Brockhausen) zoude
het 4e corps zich bij Tirlemont en Leuven stellen.
Het garnizoen van hier heeft reeds ordre om van hier naar Nivelles op te breeken, gedeeltelijk
deze nagt en voor een gedeelte in den vroegen morgen. Van het vertrek van den hertog van
Wellington scheen nog niets stellig bepaald.
Ik schrijf Uwe Majesteit dit met voorkomen van den prins van Oranje die mij opgedragen
heeft hetgeen de hertog van Wellington ook stellig verzogt heeft Uwer Majesteit te zeggen dat
zij beide Hoogstdezelve dadelijk van de gewigte gebeurtenissen die waarschijnlijk binnen zeer
weinige dagen zullen plaats hebben zullen informeeren.
Ik zal met den generaal van Reede de noodige mesures [?] treffen om wanneer hij met de
hertog vertrokken zal zijn ten spoedigsten de berigten te ontvangen, ten einde ze dadelijk aan
Uwe Majesteit te doen toekomen. Daar wij hier echter geene couriers hebben en men daartoe
andere personen moet gebruiken zal Uwe Majesteit misschien kunnen goedvinden te beveelen,
dat ten minste twee couriers tot mijne dispositie naar herwaards gezonden worden om mijne
depêches aan Uwe Majesteit over te brengen. Dit zal de correspondentie zeer bespoedigen.
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Ik zal dadelijk met den heer Appelins de maatregelen overleggen die ten aanzien de kassen
[sic] behoren genomen te worden. Uwe Majesteit zal voorzeker goedvinden dat in geval van
eene momentaneele invasie van de vijand ik benevens de hoofden der departementen tot het
laatste ogenblik hier blijven doch ons dan naar Antwerpen begeeven.   Ik mij niet kan
verbeelden dat dit het geval zoude kunnen zijn, heb ik evenwel vermeend de bevelen van Uwe
Majesteit ten deezen aanzien te moeten vragen.

Van der Capellen.

P.S. De generaal Pozzo di Borgo heeft mij gezegd dat de Russische troepen heden den Rhijn
beginnen over te trekken tusschen Mannheim en Maijntz [sic]. Men zegt dat Murat de
cavalerie commandeert en zich te Beaumont bevindt. Buonaparte zou gisteren te St.Amand
geslapen hebben, en heden morgen eerst te Maubeuge gekomen zijn. Alles is hier zeer rustig
en stil. Terwijl ik dit schrijf hoor ik de troupes die zich verzamelen om op te breken.”  

43

The most likely chain of events must have been that Van der Capellen was that at the ball, met

the prince and Wellington there between 11 p.m. and midnight and that he heard from them

for the first time about the actual situation. Accordingly, he left the ball for his quarters, to

write his report at midnight. 
44

That evening or during the night, an aide de camp of lieutenant general Van Toll – who had

arrived on the 14th of June – must have left for general allied headquarters at Heidelberg to

report about the start of hostilities. Additionally, he took a letter written on the 15th of June by

count Pozzo di Borgo. Lord Cathcart writes about this to lord Castlereagh on the18th of June:

“[..]  The report of the movement of the enemy, commencing from Maubeuge on the 15th,

was received this morning by the aide de camp of lieutenant general Toll, an officer of the

Russian Quarter-Master-General’s staff, recently sent to the duke of Welligton by the

emperor, and who also brought a letter from Pozzo di Borgo. General Toll remained to see the

event and both letters speak with great confidence of the state of the preparation of the Duke’s

and Blücher’s armies.[..].” 
45

Having returned to his headquarters, Wellington must have caught some sleep, only to be

disturbed again between 4 and 5 a.m., the moment Von Dörnberg arrived from Mons. 
46
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1
  A separate note deals in more detail with the communications running to and from

Wellington’s headquarters.

2
  One of the persons of whom we know who was present with Wellington right at that

moment was sir Pulteney Malcolm (1768-1838). As a naval officer, he commanded a naval

force in the North Sea. Cf. Sir H.Vivian. In: BL, Add.ms.34.707 p.150-158

3
   In: NA, 2.13.14.01 nr.7-8

4
  Von Müffling. The memoirs etc. p.230

Wagner, Plane etc. p.21

Cf. Damitz, Von Geschichte etc. p.105

Von Pflugk Harttung erroneously believes it came in at 10 p.m. Cf. Vorgeschichte der

Schlacht bei Quatre Bras p.209 and in GSA, VPH-HA VI, nr.II.12 p.103

5
  Cf. chapter on the Netherlands army, 15th of June.

6
 Cf. Hofschröer, P. 1815.The Waterloo campaign. Wellington etc. p.198

Hofschröer, P. Waterloo myths p.28

Hussey, J. Conversations with the Duke of Wellington etc. In: First Empire, no.73 p.11

Hussey, J. The fog of war etc. p.16

Robinson, M. The battle of Quatre Bras p.55

Pollio, A. Waterloo p.149

Lord FitzRoy himself says: “About five o’clock in the afternoon the duke of Wellington while

at dinner received from the prince of Orange, who was at Braine le Comte, a report sent to His

Royal Highness from his advanced post (probably from Mons or l’Evêque) [sic], informing

him that the French had attacked the Prussians’ advanced posts on the Sambre”

The way FitzRoy Somerset puts it, it is news which Wellington received during dinner time

from the prince (who was actually at Brussels by the way) without FitzRoy Somerset himself

as an intermediate. In that case this must have been the oral report of the prince made at 3

p.m.

Yet, at the same time, FitzRoy Somerset refers to a message actually sent to the prince and

here he actually refers to the letter which was sent by Berkeley, though he doesn’t mention

him as such. He mixes both messages up. It is also that FitzRoy Somerzet wants to give the

impression as if this news triggered Wellington to issue his concentration orders, which it

didn’t. FitzRoy Somerset doesn’t mention Zieten’s report, which actually did (see below). In:

NAM, nr.6507-1

This interpretation of FitzRoy’s account also confirms the absence of the prince of Orange the

moment the news of Berkely reached FitzRoy and Wellington. The prince had gone off to

write Constant Rebecque and after that to dine with count Alava (cf. memorandum below).

By 6 p.m., a civilian traveler, a man called N.Smith, spoke to an “aide de camp of the prince

of Orange” in the lobby of the Hôtel d’Hollande and who had just arrived in Brussels with

dispatches for Wellington “announcing the advance of the French upon Charleroi and their

victory over the Prussians there” – though the content of the message doesn’t fully match the

information as formulated by Berkeley, it may very well have been his information referred to

here. The aide de camp in question might have been lord March. In: Flying sketches of the

battle of Waterloo etc. p.16-17
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For some unknown reason, Miller believes that De Lancey received Berkeley’s note the

moment he had dinner at Alava’s place. In: Lady De Lancey at Waterloo p.57

7
 In taking the words “..advanced on the 15th and attacked the Prussian posts at Thuin [italics

are mine] and Lobbes, on the Sambre at day-light in the morning..” as they are, Wellington is

right in so far that he learned about this between 5 and 6 p.m. (through De Paravicini and Zieten).

Von Müffling was not with the duke the moment he received Zieten’s report. He went there,

discussed the report and then went back to his office. Cf. Von Müffling himself. In:

Recollections p.229

Count Hügel. In: Pfister, A. - Aus dem Lager der Verbündeten 1814 und 1815 p.366

Von Müffling’s role in generalin the first two days of the campaign of 1815 is dealt with in

further detail in a separate note.

8.
 Von Müffling states in his memoirs it was at 6 or 7 p.m. In: The memoirs of baron etc.

p.229

In his former account of the campaign he says it was 6 p.m. In: Geschichte des Feldzugs etc.

p.9

Von Pflugk Harttung believes they were issued at 7.15 p.m. In: Vorgeschichte etc. p.62 Other

historians take the 5 p.m. version of the 2nd edition of the Despatches of 1852, but this

indication is not a reliable reference (cf. notes)

Cf. Siborne, W. History of the war etc. Vol.I p.77

An officer of the staff of colonel De Lancey writes in this connection: “I was sauntering about

the park towards seven o’clock on the evening of the 15th of June, when a soldier of the

Guards, attached to the Quartermaster-general’s office, summoned me to attend sir William

Delancey. He had received orders to concentrate the army towards the frontier, which until

then had remained quiet in cantonments. I was employed, along with others, for about two

hours in writing out “routes” for the several divisions, foreign as well as British, which were

despatchd by orderly hussars of the 3rd regiment of the German Legion, steady fellows, who

could be depended on for so important a service. To each was explained the rate at which he

was to proceed, and the time when he was to arrive at his destination; he was directed also to

bring back the cover of the letter which he carried, having the time of its arrival noted upon it

by the officer to whom it was addressed. This business being over, which occupied us till after

nine etc.[..]”

The officer also adds that most of the orders were sent out in copy as well “in order to guard

against the possibility of mistake.”

It is another confirmation that the orders had been drafted by Wellington before 7 p.m. and

that it also took a while to work them out and dispatch them. In: Recollections of Waterloo,

by a staff officer p.3

The officer involved may be captain Jessop, of the 44th, as he makes a reference to an ex-

colleague of his of this regiment.

9.
 HL, MS61 WP 8.2.4 and 8.2.5

WD, Vol.XII (1838) p. 472-473
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10

  The first edition of the Wellington despatches occurred in 1838, while the same

instructions in the edition of 1852 (Vol.VIII p.142-143) read thus:

Instructions for Colonel Sir W. De Lancey, the D.Q.M.G., to be sent fortwith to lieutenant-

general Lord Hill, the Prince of Orange and the Earl of Uxbridge.

Brussels,  June 15,1815, 5 p.m.

1.General Dörnberg's brigade and the Cumberland hussars to march this night upon Vilvorde.

2.Lord Uxbridge to collect his cavalry this night upon Ninhove, leaving the 2nd hussars looking

out between the Scheldt and the Lys.

3.The 1st division to remain as they are at Enghien, and all in readiness to march at a moment's

notice.

4.The 2nd division to collect this night at Ath and adjacent, and to be in readiness to march at a

moment's notice.

5.The 3rd division at Braine le Comte,the same.

6.The 4th division to be collected at Grammont, with the exception of the troops beyond the

Scheldt,which are to be brought to Audenarde.

7.The 5th and 6th division in readiness at a moment's notice.

8.The brigade at Ghent to march to Brussels in the evening.

9.The Duke of Brunswick to collect tonight on the high road from Brussels to Vilvorde, the

Nassau troops on the Louvain road and both ready to march in the morning.

10.The Prince of Orange, who is now at Alava's, to be directed to collect at Nivelles the 2nd and

3rd divisions of the Army of the Low Countries; and in case that point should have been attacked

this day, to move the 3rd division and the 1st division upon Nivelles as soon as collected. This

movement is not to take place until it is quite certain that the enemy's attack is upon the Prussian

right or our left.

11.Lord Hill to be directed to order Prince Frederic of Orange to occupy Audenarde with 500

men, and to collect the 1st division of the Army of the Low Countries and the Indian Brigade at

Sotteghem, so as to be ready to march in the morning at daylight.

The reserve artillery etc. to be in readiness to move at daylight.

The main differences are in the timing of the instructions, the mentioning of the division of

Cooke in both point nr.3 and 10 and the lack of those for the brigade of Von Vincke.

Cf. separate note.

11
  HL, MS WP 8.2.5

12
  A time of arrival towards 6 p.m. would mean a ride of about 8.5 hours, covering a distance

of about 50  kilometers (average of almost 6 kilometers per hour).

Taking into account an average speed of a courier, which is about 10 kilometers per hour, the

message could have been delivered about 4.30 p.m.

There is not a trace of information about what could have caused this serious delay. The

Prussian communication system had its deficiencies, but the confusing element here is that the

stretch Charleroi – Brussels was a pretty unambiguous one, in the sense of a paved road,

running in a straight line. In the months before, Zieten sent numerous couriers along the same

stretch, so the experience was there.

A well paved connection, between Liège and Brussels and stretching over a distance of almost

a hundred kilometers, could be covered by a rider in about 8 ½ hours, as colonel Hardinge
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wrote to sir Hudson Lowe: “I send you back a route which I forgot to do before by which you

will observe the communication can be kept up in 8 ½ h.” In: BL, Add.ms.20.114 f.84

13. In: GSA, Nachlass Gneisenau, Paket 23 fol.93-94

Originally from the Gneisenau Archive, Sommerschenburg. A40, p.93 Cf. Pflugk Harttung,

J.von Vorgeschichte etc. p.55

In: Delbrück, H. Einziges zum Feldzuge von 1815 p.658-659 and Delbrück, H. Das Leben des

Feldmarshalls Grafen Neithardt von Gneisenau Vol.IV, p.365

The letter was written on different paper as the other ones from Von Müffling, the envelop

with the address would have been marked with the word “immediate” along with three

crosses (x x x) indicating that it was sent by a top priority courier; it was also sealed by a

British seal. This all means that it was sent out from British headquarters and not from Von

Müffling’s personal office. Cf. Delbrück, H. Einiges zum Feldzuge von 1815 p.668

Cf. Hofschröer, P. 1815.The Waterloo campaign. Wellington etc. p.213, 334 and in

Wellington’s smallest victory p.256

Yet, in 1902 and 1903 Von Pflugk Harttung found out that the seal had been cut in two and

that the larger half of the envelope, with the address and the crosses had gone missing. In:

Vorgeschichte etc. p.56, Die Vorgeschichte der Schlacht bei Quatre Bras p.508

I haven’t found these markings, as they have all gone since then.

14
  Cf. Flying sketches of the battle of Waterloo etc. p.18

FitzRoy Somerset. In: NAM, nr.6507-1

15. HL, WP 1.470

WD, Vol.X p.474

16
 Henri-Jacques-Guillaume Clarke, comte d'Hunebourg, duc de Feltre(1765-1818).

Clarke entered the French army in 1782. With the outbreak of the french revolution. Clarke

served in the early french revolutionary wars in the Army of the Rhine and by 1793 had been

promoted to general de brigade. In 1795 Clarke was briefly arrested. After his release, Clark

lived in the Elzas until Lazare Carnot sent him to Italy to serve as Napoleon’s chief

topographical officer until he was sent to Sardinia. After 18 Brumaire, Clarke served as Chief

of the Topographical Bureau, State Counciler, state secretary for the army and navy. During

the war against Austria in 1805, Clarke was appointed governor of Vienna, during the war

against Prussia in 1806 he served as governor of Erfurt and of Berlin.

In 1807, Napoléon appointed Clarke Minister of War. His role in thwarting the British

invasion of Walcheren in 1809 lead to the emperor creating him Duc de Feltre. Clarke served

as Minister of War until the end of Napoléon's reign. When the allies neared Paris, Clarke

mounted an ineffectual defense of the capital and was one of the generals pressing for

Napoléon's abdication. After Napoléon's abdication he was replaced as minister of war by

Dupont de l’Etang but Louis XVIII of France made him a Peer of France. When Napoleon

landed in Southern France in March 1815 to reclaim his throne, Clarke was again made

Minister of War and served until the Bourbon government fled. When the King fled to Ghent,

Clarke followed him. After Napoléon's second abdication, Clarke was made Minister of War

once more and served in that capacity until 1817 when Gouvion Saint Cyr took over. He was

then given command of the 15th Military Division.

In 1816 he was made a Marshal of France. Clarke died in 1818. Source: Wikipedia

encyclopedia.

17. HL, WP 1.470
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WD, Vol.X , p.474

18.
  KHA, Nr.A40 XIII 10

The one of Wellington has very slight variations. In: HL, MS61 WP 8.2.4

WD, Vol.XII p.474

As with the concentration orders, the set dated 1852 (Vol.VIII p.142-143) is different and

reads:

Additional instructions, issued June 15,1815,10 p.m.

The troops in Bruxelles (5th and 6th divisions, Duke of Brunswick's and Nassau troops) to march

when assembled from Bruxelles by the road of Namur to the point where the road to Nivelles

seperates; to be followed by general Dörnberg's brigade and the Cumberland hussars.

The 3rd division to move from Braine le Comte upon Nivelles.

The 1st division from Enghien upon Braine le Comte.

The 2nd and 4th divisions upon Enghien from Ath and Grammont, also from Audenarde, and

to continue their movement upon Enghien. The cavalry upon Enghien from Ninhove.

The most conspicious difference is the presence of instructions here for the reserve.

As the original of the KHA is available, the second version of this set of orders as published

in Wellington’s despatches dated 1852 is under serious doubt.

19
   Captain James Fraser (90th Foot) and attached to the quarter master general’s department

(5th division) claims he brought orders on the night of the 15th of June to the prince of

Orange, “at the house of the late duke of Richmond” as well as “to the duke of Brunswick, the

Nassau corps, prince Frederik of Orange and other generals commanding divisions.”

These instrcutions could have been the after orders, delivered at the house of the duke of

Richmond where the ball may just have started; yet, the confusing element is that Fraser

mentions units of the reserve, which didn’t get any formal instructions then.

All in all, I yet believe that it may very well have been that Fraser actually did bring these

over to the commanders involved.

The next morning, Fraser asked permission to return to the 5th division was he was refused to

do so and spent the remainder of the campaign on the general staff; he doesn’t enter into any

details any further, however. Cf. his account dated 19th october 1829, and written for the

prince of Orange. In: KHA. A.40.XIII.0

20.
 In: KHA, A 40XIII-10

A copy in: NA, nr.2.13.14.01 Archive Constant Rebecque

There is a note on top of this second document stating: "ordre recu à 2 1/2 h. du matin le 16

juin". On the bottom, the prince of Orange gives the destinations for the other divisions as

well, but then in English:

British:
3rd  div. to Nivelles
1st div. to Braine le C.
2nd [..] div. to Enghien
Cavalry to Enghien

21
  Von Müffling. In his letter to Von Hofmann. In: Zur Geschichte etc. p.131
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In his memoirs, Von Müffling refers to a “courier” as being ready to leave with Von

Müfling’s report and which he did around midnight. In: The memoirs of baron Von Müffling

etc. p.230

22
  It is in this connection that I would like to mention a statement as done in a footnote in the

diary of colonel Von Nostitz. After citing from Von Müffling’s letter from 7 p.m. it is stated:

“[..] Ferner meldete Müffling aus Brüssel gegen Mitternacht dass in 12 Stunden die Armee

Wellington’s konzentriert sei, und dass am folgenden Morgen um 10 Uhr 20.000 Mann bei

Quatrebras [sic] stehen würden. Endlich traf noch ein Brief von Wellington aus Frasnes vom

16.Juni 10 ½ Uhr Morgens ein, in welchem derselbe sagte, dass drei Armee-Korps in

Entfernungn von höchstens 2 ½ Meilen bereit ständen.[..].”

Though it has been understood differently, it is – first of all – important to note that this text is

not one of Von Nostitz himself, but from the editor of his diary. As such it is not one as

coming from an eye-witness.

In fact, it comes from Delbrück. In his biography of Gneisenau he states: “Müffling meldete

also (gegen Mitternacht) dem Preussischen Oberbefehlshaber, dass die alliierte Armee in

zwölf Stunden concentriert sein werde und schon am folgende Morgen um 10 Uhr 20.000

Mann bei Quatrebras stehen sollten, dass Cavalleriecorps bei Nivelles.” (Leben etc. p.367).

This description, in its turn, is a contraction of the mission of Von Wucherer on the one hand

(as far as the hour was concerned) and of two other documents (as far as the content was

concerned) on the other.

First of all it is a report from Gneisenau of the 17th of June to Von der Knesebeck and in

which he writes: “[..] Am 16.Morgens versprach der Herzog Wellington, um 10 Uhr mit 20.000

Mann in Quatre Bras (Durchschnittspunkt der Strasse von Namur nach Nivelles und der von

Charleroi nach Brüssel) zu sein, seine Kavallerie in Nivelles.[..].”

For the incorrectness of this statement I would like to refer the reader to the observations as done

on the meeting at Bussy on the 16th of June (see below).

The second document is a letter which Gneisenau wrote on the 6th of August 1815 to consul

Gibsone and in which he states “[..] Das uns am 16ten betroffene Unglück hatte aber seinen

Grund darin, dass der Herzog Wellington seine Armee nicht zu concentrieren vermochte. Er

hatte diese Concentrirung zu wiederholten malen und namentlich noch am 15ten Juni auf das

bestimmteste, und zwar binnen zwölf Stunden, zugesagt, und mit uns verabredet, der Feind

möge die von beiden Armeen, welche er wolle angreifen, so solle die andere ihm in den Rücken

fallen. Aber der Herzog konnte seine Konzentrirung nicht zu Stande bringen, vermuthlich aus

Fehlern in der Berechnung der Zeit und des Raums.” In: Delbrück, H. Einiges etc. p.659

In my mind, it is from this letter that Delbrück has taken the element of the 12 hours and which

he linked to the words as uttered by Gneisenau on the17th of June, which were – in their turn – a

muddling up of events.

As an additional element, by midnight, Quatre Bras played for Wellington no role whatsoever

(cf. observations below).

My conclusion is therefore that the claim as done by Delbrück is totally unfounded. Cf. Hussey,

J. Müffling, Gleig etc. p.265-266

Hofschröer repeats the statement of Delbrück and adds as an additional source the memoirs of

Von Müffling, but Von Müffling mentions that Wellington dispatched towards midnight

orders for the concentration of the army at Nivelles and Quatre Bras.

Apart from the fact that this is wrong in itself (cf. observations on the role of Von Müffling

specifically in a separate note), by midnight, however, Quatre Bras played for Wellington no

role whatsoever (cf. observations below). In: 1815. The Waterloo campaign. Wellington etc.

p.215
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Von Pflugk Harttung does make a slight allusion to the mission of Von Wucherer without

mentioning any details, but no more than that. Cf. Vorgeschichte etc. p.64

23.In fact between this street and the Boulevard du Jardin Botanique, and not, as some  claim

to be, at the rue de la Blanchisserie.

24
 The total area measured 4064 square meters. In: National Army Museum, Brussels. Fonds

Duvivier. Archieffonds franse periode. Part III Box 25, I.3

25.The duke himself must have arrived here in August 1814 and the rest of the family must have

followed later. In: Brocklebank, B. “Home of the Waterloo ball.” In: Country life. (1975),

nr.11 p.1711

26.The Richmonds had fourteen children:

  1.Charles Lennox (1791-1860)

  2.John George Lennox (1793- ? )

  3.Henry Adam Lennox (1797-1812)

  4.William Pitt Lennox (1799-1881)

  5.Frederic Lennox (1801-1829)

  6.Sussex Lennox (1802-1874)

  7.Arthur Lennox (1806-1864)

  8.Mary Lennox (-1847)

  9.Sarah Lennox (-1873)

 10.Georgina Lennox (1795-1891)

 11.Jane Lennox (-1861)

 12.Louisa Magdelena Lennox (1803-2 march 1900). Her name became Tighe.

 13.Charlotte Lennox (-1833)

 14.Sophia Georgina (-1902)

27.Georgina Lennox married in 1824 William Fitzgerald de Roos (later De Ros), captain in

the 1st regiment Life Guards. It was he daughter, Mrs.Swinton, who wrote a biography about

her mother entitled "A sketch of the life of Georgiana,Lady De Ros etc.", London 1893.

Thanks to her we have some evidence of where the ball actually must have taken place. In:

F.de Bas, Prins Frederik en zijn tijd Vol. III, 2 p.1173-1178

28.Captain Verner (7th regiment hussars) informs us that he was the one who brought the

invitation to the officers of the cavalry at Grammont. See: Verner, Reminiscenses of William

Verner etc. p.40

Captain Van der Meere, aide de camp of general Van Geen, military governor of the province

of Brabant, was asked by the duchess of Richmond to help drawing up the list of guests. In:

Mémoires du général comte Van der Meere p.33.

29
 Cf.Notes.

30.On the 15th of June a detachment of the Foot Guards would have been called up from

Enghien as guard for the ball. In: Archive of the Guards, cited by D.Hamilton-Williams,

Waterloo, new perspectives p.172
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31.Von Müffling. The memoirs of etc. p.229

According to Duvivier Wellington went to the ball around 11 p.m.

Von Pflugk Harttung erroneously claims Wellington arrived at the ball before 10 p.m. and

that he got Dörnbergs information half an hour later. This would have been the reason for his

departure, to come back again around midnight. In: Vorgeschichte etc. p.80

Ropes cites from the journal of lady J.Dalrymple Hamilton who claims to have met

Wellington when he entered the ballroom at around 10 p.m. In: The campaign of Waterloo

p.89

32. Webster himself says he left Braine le Comte after 10 p.m. and that he covered the stretch

in one hour, thanks to two fresh horses and the full moon. Further he claims the distance to

have been 10 miles, which is incorrect, as well as the time he required to cover it. In: A

memoir of Ch.M.Young, p.307

For 1 a.m. cf. Glover, M. Wellington as a military commander. p.197.

33
 The prince had left lieutenant Webster at Braine le Comte on call so that he might be able to

bring him any dispatches if necessary. Cf. Webster’s account. In: A memoir of Ch.M.Young

p.307

W.P.Lennox, son of the duke of Richmond, erroneously claims that the prince had left the ball

two hours before Webster delivered him the note of Constant Rebecque and that therefore the

prince returned to the house of the Richmonds to show it to Wellington. Addiitonally, he

erroneously believes the duke had issued orders for the concentration of his forces at Quatre

Bras by 10 p.m..  In: Fifty years etc. p.233-235

34.Cf. the following note made the prince of the Orange at the back of the letter:

“ce 15 juin 1815. Lettre du général Constant Rebecque m’annoncant que mes postes étaient

attaqués à Franes [sic[; je l’ai reçu à Bruxelles et en donnais de suitte [sic] connaissance au duc

de Wellington qui ne voulut pas le croire.” In: KHA, nr.A40 XIII.10

Though this note is dated on the 15th of June, this could well be an error in date as it was just

after midnight.

FitzRoy Somerset erroneously claims the duke learned about the French advance towards

Frasnes on the 16th of june, while being on his way from Brussels to Quatre Bras. In: NAM,

nr. 6507-1

35.Legend tells us that the Duke of Brunswick, in apprehending the events, anticipated his death.

Holding the prince de Ligne on his knee, he would suddenly have dropped him.

Cf. Cotton, E. Une voix de Waterloo p.15

36.Sometimes it is being asserted that a lot of officers didn’t have the time to get dressed for

battle and therefore fought in ball-dress. Cf.

Kelly, Chr. The memorable battle of Waterloo etc.London.1817.p.46.

Van der Meere, count. Mémoires du comte général Van der Meere p.34.

However, also this statement is one of the numerous legends around the ball of Richmond Cf.

Gore in the United Service Journal of June 1842

Captain Verner (7th regiment of hussars) says just as he arrived (with lieutenant O'Grady) all

guests left for their destinations. See: Verner, Reminiscenses of William Verner p.40
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Lady Hamilton Dalrymple tells us that the Duke of Wellington was charming but

concentrated  that night. Cf. her account in: H.Maxwell, The life of Wellington Vol.II p.13.

Wellington would also have had a long conversation with Lord Uxbridge. Cf.letter of captain

T.Wildman, extra aide de camp of Uxbridge, 19th June 1815. In: The Waterloo Journal,

August 1997 nr.2 p.22

Baron Van der Capellen, in his report dated midnight of the 15th of June, asserts that the

prince had left for Braine le Comte, but according to my schedule this is not possible. In: NA,

2.13.14.01 nr.8

37.By then it must have been towards 2 a.m. Cf. Glover, M. Wellington as a military

commander  p.197

Robinson, M. The battle of Quatre Bras p.112

This would mean that the Duke was at the ball for almost two hours. Wellington’s cook,

James Thornton, confirms this.  Cf. Thornton, J. Your most obedient servant p.94

3 a.m. is given by Von Müffling in his memoirs, but this is too late. Cf. The memoirs of baron

Von Müffling p.230

E.Heeley, assistant of lieutenant colonel Scovell, being present at the ball, mentions that the

ball was interrupted around midnight; so, this must have been later. In: Journal. In: NAM,

Nr.8409-98

Lady J.Dalrymple Hamilton reports in her diary that Wellington was still at the ball around

2.30 a.m. In: Maxwell, H. The life of Wellington. Vol.II p.13

38
  Cf. Constant Rebecque in his account. He erroneously states though that the reserve was

ordered as far as Quatre Bras. In: NA, 2.21.008.01 nr.25

Colonel Von Herzberg, of the Brunswick general staff. In: BL, Add.ms.34.706 p.23-55 He

clearly mentions the reserve and not only the Brunswickers.

Gurwood is mistaken in joining the orders for the reserve to those issued by 10 p.m. (after

orders) in his edition of Wellington’s despatches of 1852. He describes them as: “The troops

in Bruxelles (5th and 6th divisions, Duke of Brunswick's and Nassau troops) to march when

assembled from Bruxelles by the road of Namur to the point where the road to Nivelles

seperates; to be followed by general Dörnberg's brigade and the Cumberland hussars.” In: WD,

Vol.VIII p.142-143

39
 In: Archives générales du royaume in Brussels , inventaire nr.108, box nr.5 item 150a.

Cited in: Couvreur, L. Le drame Belge de Waterloo p.76-77

40
  The report is confirmed to have reached Tindal on the 16th of June. Cf. note which gives a

summary of the report in a document entitled “Lettres confidentielles reçues le 16
 
Juin 1815.”

In: NA, nr.2.02.01 nr.6585

It is unclear when Basslé left Quatre Bras or Genappe; in case he did so after 8 p.m. he would

normally have been able to reach Brussels towards midnight.

41
 The original is in the Archives générales du royaume at Brussels, inventaire nr.108

Cited in: Couvreur, H.J. Le drame Belge etc. p.71

From the description it can be concluded that the man probably left Quatre Bras around 7 p.m.

(cf. action at Frasnes), and got at Waterloo by 9 p.m.

The fact that the report reached Brussels, probably baron Tindal, on the 16th of June can be

taken from the note which gives a summary of the report in a document entitled “Lettres

confidentielles reçues le 16
 
Juin 1815.” In: NA, nr.2.02.01 nr.6585
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The officer involved probably spoke to Van Saksen Weimar, as he writes:

“Dès la matinée du 15 juin j’app[] un mouvement extraordinaire sur la grand route quantités

de personnes se retirèrent de Charleroi disant que les troupes francaises ayant passé la

frontière s’approchèrent de leur ville, plus tard l’officier de notre marechaussée stationné à

Charleroi vint confirmer cette nouvelle en ajoutant que les francais devaient déjà avoir

dépassé sa résidence. Je n’eus pas besoin d’en faire rapport au commandant de la brigade [..]”

This last detail is most interesting: apparently Van Saksen Weimar did not deem it necessary

to inform Wellington directly as well. In: VLS, II. 3. Nr.5

42
 Cf. note which gives a summary of the report in a document entitled “Lettres confidentielles

reçues le 16
 
Juin 1815.” In: NA, nr.2.02.01 nr.6585

43
  In: NA, 2.02.01 nr.6585

Though Van der Capellen for instance states that the prince of Orange had left for Braine le

Comte and that the reserve was ordered to leave Brussels -which both took place after the

arrival of lieutenant Webster-, it is impossible that he wrote after Webster did so. Let alone

the hour at which the letter is dated, he mentions elements from the reports which had

dropped in that afternoon and (indirectly) from Blücher’s letter (i.e. the transfer of Prussian

headquarters) which had dropped in towards 10 p.m.

Additionally, if Webster would have dropped in, Van der Capellen would certainly have

mentioned this.

44
  The fact that baron Van der Capellen reported back to the king that night about the

commencement of the hostilities is also by Van der Capellen himself. In: Grovestins, baron

C.F.Sirtema van – Gedenkschriften van den graaf Van der Duyn van Maasdam en van den

baron Van der Capellen p.478

45
  In: Vane, Ch. W. (ed.) – Correspondence, despatches and other papers of viscount

Castelreagh p.380-381

46
  Von Dörnberg. In: Pflugk Harttung, J.von Vorgeschichte etc. p.292


